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MATT 
SMITH
 M.S.A.A. President
 

The Board held a strategic planning meeting on Wednesday the 25th of September at the Arkaba Hotel to

create goals for the various tasks groups within the Board for 2020 and beyond. The main focus was to take

the Domain Golden Gavel to the next level and to identify and encourage all Real Estate, General and

Livestock Auctioneers to participate especially this year when we have opened up the competition with live

performances being uploaded any time after the 1st of September 2019 for the 2020 event. This will give

Auctioneers city and country plenty of time to put in Real Estate, General and Livestock auctions, and

showcase their skills in the prime selling time of Spring.

 

We will focus on creating an appeal to young people to join and create a new category of membership for the

Under 27’s, with a further focus on generating a path for more females to become Auctioneers. We will

reinforce the benefits to Members of our market leading ‘Upcoming Auctions App’ for Real Estate, General

and Livestock, where upcoming auctions can be viewed by Location, Date, Time, Agent or Auctioneer. Our

Livestock and General task group will focus more on getting Country Auctioneers to participate in the

Domain Golden Gavel Live, as distance is no longer a barrier, where all Auctioneers need to do is upload a

Live Auction on Society’s Facebook Page. Our Social Events, Networking and Technology Task Group have

been tasked with reinvigorating the Domain Golden Gavel Live Awards and Dinner with elegance and

sophistication, making it the number 1 social event in Adelaide for the year! 

 

Rising Stars are the future of our industry, just look at the fantastic performance Vincent Doran did when

winning the Rising Star this year, so not only will we encourage young performers and new people to the

profession to enter and Amelia Langhans and John Morris will put on a Workshop “Prepare for entering the

Domain Golden Gavel” highlighting bidding scenarios and what to expect when entering the competition. 

 

This year we will also create a new category for Practicing Licensed Property Managers to follow on from our

very successful Property Management Workshop presented by the dynamic and charismatic Rachel Coulter. 

 

I look forward to a vibrant year as President with a new Board of industry professionals, frothing at the bit to

get started. To gain the upmost from your Membership, please attend if you can every Society Workshop as

the quality is outstanding and you will be a better practitioner once you have attended. If you have any

further suggestions on what you perceive you would like to see the Society undertake into the future, please

call me personally.

 

Matt Smith | M.S.A.A. President | matt@klemich.com.au | 0407 770 725



Gavel & Glass
The Official Newsletter of the Society of Auctioneers & Appraisers (SA) Inc

Page 4

2020 

GOLDEN GAVEL

AUCTIONEERS

UPLOAD YOUR AUCTIONS FROM THE 1ST 

OF SEPTEMBER 2019 

FOR THE 2020 DOMAIN GOLDEN GAVEL LIVE

 

Nomination Form: 

https://bit.ly/2NQIoHD

 

Conditions of Entry: 

https://bit.ly/2kHxk3d
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Please RSVP with booking form 
admin@auctioneers.com.au

http://auctioneers.com.au/view-event?39
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37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

UPCOMING EVENTS
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At the Launch our elite performers were presented with Gold Badges to
signify their winning status. Hamish Mill who had entered every year since
inception and had been a finalist on numerous occasions joined only 14
others to receive the perpetual trophy.
 
Richard Ward was recognised with back to back wins in 2018 and 2019 in the
Domain Golden Gavel Live General Competition. Both were presented with
Gold Badges by Kirsty McDowall from Domain, to commemorate their
fantastic achievements.
 
There was a business card draw at the end of the evening
with two bottles of Moet Champagne courtesy of Domain.
The winners were Vincent Wang and Victor Velgush.
 

The Society leads Australasia in Auction innovation by yet again releasing the 2020
Domain Golden Gavel Live on Wednesday the 11th of September 2019 at the East
End Cellars, winner of the Best Retail Outlet and Best General Bistro Casual
Dinning,  Inner Metropolitan Area – AHA Awards 2019. 
Society President Attilio Cavuoto welcomed the guests and introduced Vice
President Matt Smith who thanked Domain the dominant digital portal for Real
Estate in Australia as naming rights sponsor of the Society and the 2020
Domain Golden Gavel Live. Represented on the night by Kirsty McDowall, 
Matt Lipari, Alysha Westbury, Nick Katsaros and Rhett Picken.
Other Sponsors on the night were Darren Read and Oliver Tual from Read
Brother Signs, Chris Gill from the Form 1 Company and Mark du Plessis from
the Du Plessis Auction Gallery Pty Ltd.

We are pleased to announce that the Domain Golden Gavel Live
Trustee for 2020 is once again, Oren Klemich. Oren highlighted how
we are opening up the competition by allowing Auctions to be
uploaded from the 1st of September 2019 up until the 30th of April
2020, which will give our auctioneers the opportunity to showcase
their skills in the prime selling time of Spring this year for the 2020
event. Oren suggest that you get in early and upload an auction to
enter, then if you perceive you have a better one, simply live stream
another auction and upload it again. The last Auction that is
uploaded will be judged.
Once again rising stars will perform at Adelaide Oval on
Wednesday May 13th 2020. All nominations for categories need to
be in prior to your auction or no later than February 28th 2020.

DOMAIN GOLDEN GAVEL
LIVE LAUNCH 2020
EAST END CELLARS 11.9.19
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37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2019

The AGM chaired by Society President Attilio Cavuoto was
held on Monday 16th of September 2019 at 5.30pm.

At the meeting the following members of the board retired Attilio Cavuoto, Matt Smith and Jarrah Holmes;
nominations were called to fill the three positions on the Board and nominations were received from Matt Smith,
Sarah Bower and John Morris, who were declared elected. 
 
Events held throughout the Year:

-    We commence the financial year with a Two-Day Female Only Workshop in September with guest
presenters Ros Neale and Sharon Gray.

 
-     We commenced a series of workshops with Consumer and Business Services where hundreds of
members and their staff have participated with workshops in Adelaide, Port Lincoln, Berri and the South East.

 
-     For the Society Golf Classic we had another successful day with 25 teams, heavily sponsored by Chris Gill
– the Form 1 Company, where members paid $88 each and had a chance to win a hole in one prize of
$20.000 cash sponsored by Gordon Tonkin – Cowden Insurance.

 
-     In November we held the Past Presidents Lunch in Adelaide Club, hosted by Oren Klemich.

 
-     During the Year, we held several networking events at Cucina North Adelaide, where younger members
could network with seasoned performers and experience some of the rich history and loyal membership that
the Society has on offer.

 
-     To finish off the year in December, we held our annual Christmas Drinks at The Oyster Bar, 
Holdfast Shores. 

 
-     In February, Domain came on board as major naming rights sponsor of the Society and The Domain
Golden Gavel Live. 

 
-     In February we launched the inaugural Land Agents Threats Workshops, chaired by Past President
Wayne Johnson, which was extremely well received.
 
-     The Domain Golden Gavel Launch was held at 2KW.

 

Matt Smith Andrew Monks

Richard Ward Sarah BowerAmelia Langhans

MEET THE NEW
BOARD 2020

President
Vice
President

John Morris
Board Members
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-     In March we held a Breakfast of Champions at Lexus with guest speakers, Brenton Ilicic and Sam Alexander.
 
-     In March we held another 2 Day Auction Academy and another Form 1 Contract Workshop chaired by Chris Gill and CBS.
 
-     April saw the inaugural Property Workshop with Rachel Coulter who is an absolute live wire and the content was
sensational. 
 
-     In May we had record numbers enter the Domain Golden Gavel Live, culminating in a sumptuous dinner at the Carrington

Centre. Congratulation to Hamish Mill, finally winning a Domain Golden Gavel after entering every event since inception in
1993.
Congratulations also to Richard Ward, his second general win and Vincent Doran with a sensational performance winning
the rising star and under 27 award, plus Gordon Wood taking out the Livestock Award.
It is refreshing to see the young ones joining the Society to be part of the Domain Golden Gavel and showing us what they
can do.

I would like to acknowledge Oren Klemich and Matt Smith for their mentoring and encouraging the next generation to get out
of their comfort zones, join the Society and participate.

The good will and generosity is alive and well with enthusiasm and excitement being enjoyed at the numerous Society events.
We held fundraising for our charity of choice, the Cody Gray Foundation where to date we have raised in excess of
$49,200.00 
We would like to acknowledge and thank our Board Advisors:
-     Chris Gill - Compliance and Finance
-     Ray Brincat - Structure and Training
-     Mark du Plessis – Livestock and General
-     Geoff Watts - Country 
-     Victor Velgush - Sponsorship
-     Garry Topp – Secretary and CEO
-     Ayesha Ridgway - Office Administrator & Event Management
-     And Michelle Lee for the sensational commitment to the Society and the members over the past 2 years.

I stand down as President, leaving the Society firing on all cylinders and Training & Events becoming far more relevant and far
more members attending the workshops. Sponsorship is in place, Domain brings a new level a professionalism to the Society
& the future looks bright.

Attilio Cavouto M.S.S.A. - President 

CEO Report 2019
 
The Society of Auctioneers & Appraisers (SA) Inc. represents the specialist interests of Auctioneers, Appraisers and Agents of
Real Estate, General & Livestock.
 
The Society is unique in that it is the only professional body in the world that represents all categories of Auctioneers &
Appraisers under the same umbrella with the common goal of striving for excellence. 
 
In 2019 we are in our 38th year!
 
Our vision statement is to develop and enhance the professional standards of members through training, technology,
innovation and representation.
 
The Society is relevant and provides a high standard of service to members with Nationally Accredited Training, World Class
Documentation, Social Events, Competitions, Legal Updates, and Advice on Contract issues, Complaint resolution and
representation.
 
Members can call the CEO at any time and if I don’t have the answer, I’ll get it from our lawyer Mark Kurtze or Form 1 expert
Chris Gill or the Board Members.
 
This network of experts must continue as it’s the backbone of what makes the Society unique. We are one of the few
remaining organisations where a tape recorder doesn’t answer the phone, and I hope it stays that way forever! Nothing beats
personal contact.

37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2019
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The Year 2018/2019:
Training boomed with the successful Sales Agency & Pricing Compliance, plus Form 1 Contract Workshops held in Adelaide,
Coonawarra, Berri and Port Lincoln, with Society Trainer Chris Gill & David Sedgwick from Consumer & Business Services.
Training participation was up a staggering 60% over 2017/2018.
 
We introduced two new workshops – Land Agents Threats, run by Past President Wayne Johnson on ‘How to Run a Viable
Business’. Wayne showed us how to calculate activity to breakeven – it was mind blowing and awakening for those who attended. 
Our first Property Management Workshop ‘Listing Success and Growing the Rent Roll’ presented by Rachel Coulter.
I’d like to acknowledge Chris Gill as Society document Trainer who has worked in the industry for 25 years, co-wrote the Society’s
Real Estate Computerised Documentation in 1995, plus has an intricate knowledge of the Legislation, Agency Practice and Form
1 presentation.
 
Chris’s further commitment to the Society is evident where he sponsors the Society Golf Classic to the tune of $5,000 every year,
plus The Form 1 Company is an official Sponsor of the Society.
 
As a result of the CBS Workshops and a subsequent member survey we have put a submission to the Government on issues
such as 
-     Prescribed Pricing
-     Duration of Sales Agency Agreements
-     Agents to be able to caveat 
Plus other issues such as:
-     No Stamp Duty for 1st Home Buyers
-     Stamp Duty relief for seniors downsizing
-     Further reduction in land tax
 
Auction License Training:
Our Auction Training is on hold as the Government has changed the criteria yet again so our workbooks need to be rewritten to
conform to the new module. Our contract with ACG Global has expired, so we are currently looking for another RTO provider to
work with. 
 
To the Sponsors:
We acknowledge Major Sponsor Domain, Key Sponsors Lexus of Adelaide, Bowden Group, Wave Maker, Read Brothers Signs
and also supporters The Form 1 Company, Lawsoft, Wallmans Lawyers, Skyvue, du Plessis Auction Gallery, Gavl and Cowden
Insurance Brokers for their continued support. 
 
Office Administration: 
Michelle Lee has left the administrative management role in the office to pursue a career in Event Management, Ayesha Ridgway
has recently taken over since July this year. Ayesha, coming from a background in hospitality as Functions & Event’s Manager
has fitted in well and adapting to the administrative role. She is eager to learn the Real Estate, General and Livestock
auctioneering business and excited for what lies ahead for the rest of the year and 2020.
 
 
 
 
 
 

37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2019

Membership: Last year we had 330 Members at the end of June. This year the number was 330,
whilst membership isn’t growing, it isn’t falling. There is an increasing amount of young Members
joining which is refreshing and they are attending events.
 
Enhancements
We introduced Accreditation for Practicing Auctioneers and there will be some recognition in the AGM.
 
We have also released a 20 page booklet guide for Agents on ‘How To’ list and run a successful Real
Estate Auction Campaign. It is a guide for Private Treaty Agents who do the odd Auction - do it the
Private Treaty way and it doesn’t work!  So this is a comprehensive guide from listing, to open
inspections, to auction with scripts, dialogues, check lists, marketing tips, it covers every aspect of
Auction from beginning to end.  It has been very well received and has been used in Agents Sales
Meetings and for Training.
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For General Auctioneers, they can now upload pictures in the Upcoming Auctions on the web – our upcoming
Auctions App is a first in Australia and is a dynamic means of marketing and promoting auctions – we need to
promote it more and ensure all members use it!
 
I’d like to thank Attilio Cavuoto for his huge contribution to the Society and acknowledge the
accomplishments made during his term as President. His initiatives with networking events & social
events, in particular the Society Golf Classic.
 
The Society is enjoying a rejuvenation with a wave of young practitioners joining with the attraction of the Domain
Golden Gavel Rising Star. And most of these young practitioners are attending the Breakfasts & Training.
 
I have a passion for the Society and its Members and Ideals and can see the Society growing and capitalizing on
its hands on passionate and personal approach.
 
The goodwill, generosity and spirit is active & well!!
 
I look forward to a new Board for 2019/20 and getting back to basics of representing Auctioneers & Appraisers of
Real Estate, General & Livestock and focusing on what we are really here for and not other peripheral issues.
 
Garry Topp F.S.A.A Life - CEO

 
Presentation of Agents and Auctioneers Accreditation for Real Estate and Auction Marketers
- Master Auctioneer Accreditation – Toni Tagni
Note: Practicing Auctioneer Accreditation and Auction Marketer Accreditation had been made to
Hamish Mill, however a formal presentation was not made due to his absence.
 
Presentation of Master Auctioneer – was made to, Mark Du Plessis and John Morris who
accepted their certificates.
Presentation of Master Auctioneer had been made to Richard Ward, howeveraformal presentation
was not made due to his absence.
 
Presentation of Ruby, Platinum, Gold and Silver Membership Certificates to recognise length
of Membership of the Society.
Silver 10 Years - Marc du Plessis & John Sexton
Gold 15 Years - David Philpott
Platinum 25 Years - Rod Adcock

37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2019



Gavel & Glass
The Official Newsletter of the Society of Auctioneers & Appraisers (SA) Inc

Page 17

MEET THE BOARD
MEMBERS 2019/2020

MATT SMITH 
PRESIDENT 

ANDREW MONKS 
VICE PRESIDENT 

AMELIA LANGHANS 
BOARD MEMBER

"Having formed many great friendships working in Real Estate, I am excited

to be able to give back to our industry whilst serving on the board.

This is a fantastic organisation and we are committed to continue providing

support to events with a strong focus on The Domain Golden Gavel whilst

keeping relevant with our community. I look forward to an exceptional year

and receiving positive feedback from our members." - Amelia

"As a Board member and Vice President of The Society of Auctioneers and

Appraisers looking towards 2020, and in my capacity as the member representing

the bodies interests in Member Communications, Social Events and Technology, I

look forward to working with the Board and Members of the Society to provide a

platform for engagement with all members, as well as build on the strong tradition

of excellent events conducted by the Society representing all Real Estate, General

& Livestock and Country Members of South Australia. 

A key focus will be the Domain Golden Gavel Gala Awards Dinner to be held in May

2020. The planning and vision for the 2020 event will see a renewed establishment

of the event as the premiere night of nights that it is, and always has been, in the

Adelaide social calendar that will be a night not to be missed.

Throughout the year I welcome any input or feedback from Society Members and

look forward to another successful year for the Society and its members." - Andrew

Matt is a director and joint owner of Klemich Real Estate. He is an experienced

and awarded Real Estate Agent & Auctioneer and a proud member of the Society

of Auctioneers and Appraisers (SA) Inc for approximately 15 years. Through

Matt’s drive, enthusiasm and leadership of the Society he’s wanting to see an

increase in the number of practising female and young auctioneers, he will be

focused on increasing the membership base & sponsorship and he’s committed to

the ongoing training of all Society members. Along the way, Matt hopes the

social activities hosted by the Society continues to strengthen the interaction,

bond and friendships formed by its 300 (plus) members and sponsors. - Matt
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MEET THE BOARD
MEMBERS 2019/2020

"I’m very happy to have been elected to join the Society and look forward to

assisting with the training and development of our current Auctioneers, while

also ensuring that the future of auctioneering in our state continues to grow.

The younger generation of Auctioneers continues to inspire me and, with my

background in training and my current role as the Chief Auctioneer for Ray

White, I wish to nurture this further . Membership growth is another area I

wish to see grow and again I think the younger generation are key to this

growth. I look forward to being a part of the growth of the Society not only now

and into 2020, but well into the future." - John

SARAH BOWER
BOARD MEMBER

JOHN MORRIS
BOARD MEMBER

"Having worked as a licensed Property Valuer for many years I have certainly

seen the many benefits of auctioning in the Real Estate, General & Livestock

market and hence am extremely excited about having the opportunity to help

promote and bring furthered awareness about the all of the wonderful

training, support and initiatives provided by the Society of Auctioneers and

Appraisers." - Sarah

RICHARD WARD
BOARD MEMBER

Goals for the year include; encouraging as many General and Livestock

Auctioneers both city and country to utilise the Society Upcoming Auctions App

where Members can now upload Photo’s and the Society’s App & Webpage can be

an index for Livestock General Auctioneers in South Australia. 

Other goals include encouraging more Country Members into the Domain Golden

Gavel Live, where we now permit uploading of live performances from the 1st of

September 2019, to encourage Auctioneers to capitalise on the Auction activity

in Spring. - Richard
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Gavl is the world’s leading real estate platform for auction

livestreaming and bidding technology. 

Since its launch in November 2016, it has streamed more than

15,000 auctions and achieved 4.5 million views from 52 countries,

allowing buyers from all over the world to watch, bid and buy at

auction, digitally.

 

Gavl is offering Society Members a highlight package that you

can now upload onto your social media channels & Promoted on

the Society's Facebook Page

Click here to

check out Gavl!
Conditions:
 

Post your upcoming auctions onto our
Upcoming Auction App/web page - 
 Auctioneers.com.au

 
Use Gavl to livestream your auctions 

 

FREE
Highlights Package 

for Society
Members

Includes:

 

45 seconds - 1 minute highlight of your SOLD AUCTION -

Perfect for your Instagram and social media!  

Don't miss out on exposure! 

 

Upload your Auctions onto

the Upcoming Auctions App

NOW! 

Not sure how to upload? 

Give the Society a call a 8372 7830 or email us

admin@auctioneers.com.au 

 

Gavl will pick one

Society Auctioneer a

week!

https://www.gavl.com/
https://www.gavl.com/
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POWERFUL 
MARKETING TOOL

OF AUCTION

http://auctioneers.com.au/member-information
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AucDocs (REA Forms)

Property Searches in forms
 

You can now search SAILIS/L and Services SA data within your
enabled forms and purchase the registered Title Details which

includes registered proprietors, parcel details, last sales details,
constraints and valuation number(s).

 
Our integration provides reaforms users with direct access to data

for Contracts, Agency Agreements and Property Management
Agreements.

 
Save time and money on searches and form compiling.

 
On purchase the owner details, title reference and property

description are imported into the form and a PDF is attached. 
 

If not a current reaforms user contact us for a free trial.

Page 23
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UPCOMING AUCTIONS APP

We're targeting Everyone in the mapped
out areas 25 years old+, using both Apple
and Android phones. 
 
What this means for our members…
MORE BUSINESS! With so much more
exposure, downloads of our app, and
awareness of auctions around Adelaide
and maximise your benefit by submitting
all your auctions to our website! 
 

All auctions
submitted to the

website will
automatically be
uploaded to the

phone app,
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

Make sure you tell your vendors that their auction will be
advertised to thousands of the general public for free through

this Smartphone app!
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http://www.form1.net.au/
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http://www.rentrollsales.net.au/
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KEY SPONSORS

ALSO SUPPORTED BY

PARTNERS

MAJOR SPONSOR
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THANKYOU TO OUR 


